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	??�I ˇ�v�e� �b�e�e�n� �v�e�r�y� �f�o�r�t�u�n�a�t�e� �t�o� �h�a�v�e� �h�a�d� �a� �l�o�n�g�-�s�t�a�n�d�i�n�g� �r�e�l�a�t�i�o�n�s�h�i�p� �w�i�t�h� �m�a�n�y� �o�f� �t�h�e� �s�e�r�v�i�c�e� �b�a�n�d�s� �w�o�r�k�i�n�g�/�p�e�r�f�o�r�m�i�n�g� �i�n� �o�u�r� �n�a�t�i�o�n ˇ�s� �c�a�p�i�t�a�l�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g�  ˝�T�h�e� �P�r�e�s�i�d�e�n�t ˇ�s� �O�w�n ˛� �U�S� �M�a�r�i�n�e� �B�a�n�d�,� �t�h�e� �U�S� �A�i�r� �F�o�r�c�e� �B�a�n�d�,� �t�h�e� �U�S� �N�a�v�y� �B�a�n�d�,� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �U�S� �A�r�m�y� �b�a�n�d�.�.�.�.
	??�A�s� �i�s� �s�o�m�e�t�i�m�e�s� �t�h�e� �c�a�s�e�,� �t�h�e� �t�i�t�l�e� �h�a�d� �t�o� �b�e� �d�e�t�e�r�m�i�n�e�d� �b�e�f�o�r�e� �a� �n�o�t�e� �w�a�s� �e�v�e�n� �w�r�i�t�t�e�n�.� �W�e� �c�a�m�e� �u�p� �w�i�t�h�  ˝�D�e�c�l�a�r�a�t�i�o�n ˛�,� �a�n� �o�d�e� �t�o� �t�h�e� �s�t�a�t�e�m�e�n�t� �s�u�c�h� �a� �p�i�e�c�e� �m�i�g�h�t� �m�a�k�e�,� �w�h�i�l�e� �a�l�s�o� �a�p�p�r�o�p�r�i�a�t�e�l�y� �r�e�f�e�r�r�i�n�g� �t�o� �s�o�m�e�t�h�i�n�g� �u�n�i�q�u�e�l�y� �r�e�l�a�t�e�d� �t�o� �o�u�r� �c�o�u�n�t�r�y�,� �.�.�.
	The music is therefore, declamatory, exciting, reverent, and of course, American. It is set forth into sections: an Introduction, a lilting lighter theme, development, a lyrical intimate theme, more jazz-tinged development, a return of the initial the...
	??�A�s� �a�n� �e�f�f�o�r�t� �t�o� �r�e�c�o�g�n�i�z�e� �t�h�e� �m�e�s�s�a�g�e� �i�m�b�u�e�d� �i�n� �o�u�r�  ˝�D�e�c�l�a�r�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �I�n�d�e�p�e�n�d�e�n�c�e�, ˛� �I� �w�a�s� �c�a�p�t�i�v�a�t�e�d� �o�n� �h�o�w� �I� �m�i�g�h�t� �c�r�e�a�t�e� �a�l�l� �1�2� �n�o�t�e�s� �o�f� �o�u�r� �m�u�s�i�c�a�l� �s�y�s�t�e�m� �e�q�u�a�l�l�y�.� �M�e�a�s�u�r�e� �1�8� �r�e�v�e�a�l�s� �a� �1�2�-�t�o�n�e� �p�a�t�t�e�r�n� �(�C�-�G�-�B�b�-�F�#�-�A�b�-�B�-�E�-�E�b�-�D�-�F�-�D�b�-�A�:� �a�l�l� �c�h�r�o�m�a�t�i�c� �n�o�t�.�.�.
	??�I� �o�p�t�e�d� �t�o� �f�i�n�d� �a� �n�e�w� �w�a�y� �(�f�o�r� �m�e�)� �t�o� �g�i�v�e� �w�e�i�g�h�t� �t�o� �t�h�e�s�e� �n�o�t�e�s�.� �T�h�e�r�e�f�o�r�e�,� �a�s� �t�h�e� �p�i�e�c�e� �e�v�o�l�v�e�s�,� �i�t� �w�o�r�k�s� �i�t�s� �w�a�y� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �e�a�c�h� �o�f� �t�h�o�s�e� �n�o�t�e�s�,� �n�o�w� �a�s� �k�e�y�s�.� �T�h�e�  ˝�e�a�s�i�e�r ˛� �o�n�e�s� �g�e�t� �m�o�r�e� �a�c�t�i�v�i�t�y�,� �w�h�i�l�e� �t�h�e�  ˝�h�a�r�d�e�r ˛� �o�n�e�s� �a�r�e� �r�e�s�e�r�v�e�d� �f�o�r� �s�l�o�w�e�r� �s�e�c�t�i�o�n�.�.�.
	My sincerest thanks to all of the service bands who supported this new work, and to Colonels Jason Fettig and Michael Colburn, who organized this project, and to whose music-making and collaborative spirit I am forever grateful.
	-Program notes from the composer James Stephenson

